popular with candidates for examinations, particularly as an aid to the spot diagnosis of short cases which still provides the crucial test of a candidate's clinical ability in the British philosophy of examinations. The present work has brought to a new high level the use of illustration as a means of conveying a quick and vivid impression, as exemplified by the presence in a book ofjust over 300 pages of 341 illustrations, a high proportion of which illustrate a multitude of conditions under the same heading. The tribute of the author to the artist is well earned, and one could extract much of what the book has to give by studying primarily the illustrations with their captions. The dogmatism of the text even on arguable matters makes the book rather an uncertain guide in anything more profound than a help to spot diagnosis. A notable omission is that of orthopwdic conditions, which would lend themselves particularly well to this type of presentation.
DAVID PATEY
Principles of Electronics in Medical Research by D W Hill MSC PhD FInstP MIEE pp xiii +288 illustrated 67s 6d
London: Butterworths 1965 The author points out that instrumentation is being increasingly used in medicine and biology but many of the staff lack a basic grounding in fundamental electronic engineering. Whilst the present text goes some way to providing this requirement, there are certain features of this book which might be modified in a further edition. For example, the presentation of the fundamentals of electricity would be improved by using the ideas of energy in circuits to define clearly the concepts of EMF, voltage, current, power &c.
A number of diagrams are incorrect and misleading. Thus the exponential increase of potential difference of The mode of action of circuit elements such as capacitors and inductors is confused. Throughout this book formule are introduced with insufficient explanation. For example, the impedance of an inductor is simply stated as XL=2 ITfL without showing that this must follow from the definition of inductance and the simple geometry of the sine wave. The introduction of the negative reactance of a capacitor appears to serve no useful purpose. The equation for the gain of a transformer coupled amplifier would alarm most medical readers and incidentally is incorrect. The meaning of the AC equivalent circuit of a triode is unexplained.
The section on negative feedback leaves the impression that the input impedance of an amplifier is always increased and output impedance is always decreased. Fig 6. 19 shows the input voltage V at the output of the amplifier.
Despite these specific criticisms the book is well illustrated and produced. A variety of electromedical apparatus is described which will be of interest to a wide selection of medical readers. P CLIFFE Histology by Arthur W Ham MB FRSC DSC 5th ed pp xv+ 1041 illustrated 85s London: Pitman Medical 1965 Philadelphia: JBLippincott This is an outstanding textbook of histology and the fifth edition maintains the excellent standard of text and format set in the previous four editions. It includes most of the latest advances in histology and has been enlarged by the addition of new material and 140 new illustrations. The text clearly gives the fundamentals of histology as well as an adequate summary of outstanding recent contributions. It gives an excellent integration of histology with development, macroscopic structure, biochemistry, physiology and clinical medicine. The material is adequately supplemented by many excellent and clearly labelled diagrams and photographs.
There is a completely new chapter which deals with the chemical constitution of tissues; it gives an account of the changes that occur during the processing of a section, and discusses the reaction to staining of the chemical components which remain.
The interesting way in which the material is presented helps to make this book easy to read and understand; the student and teacher of histology will find it indispensable. I recommend it to them without reserve. The authors have compiled a unique volume which embraces the disciplines of clinical medicine, blood coagulation, blood banking and some of their associated researches in relatively small compass. Busy clinicians, senior and junior, who have to treat bleeding patients may find this work to be a handy, practical and authoritative reference book. The main facilities available in blood banks and in blood coagulation laboratories in the USA are clearly described, as are important lines of investigation and therapy of hemorrhagic disorders, the latter more especially in relation to the proper use of blood and blood fractions.
Outlines of the principles of blood coagulation and of related transfusion therapy open the volume. The succeeding chapters are devoted to a wide range of hemorrhagic states. These include inherited disorders of blood coagulation, thrombocytopenias, disorders of platelet function, thrombolytic states and abnormal bleeding in liver disease, pregnancy and the newborn. In addition, appraisals of anticoagulant therapy and of the complications of massive transfusions are given.
While the book does not cater for the advanced hmmatological laboratory, it should be available on the shelves of those busy clinicians who have to treat patients suffering from hemorrhagic disorders.
E K BLACKBURN
Oral Antidiabetic Therapy 1956 Therapy -1965 With Particular Reference to Tolbutamide (Orinase) by H A Tucker MD ppix+676 $13.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1965 This book consists of titles or short summaries of 1,700 papers which are listed alphabetically by date. In spite of the title, papers published in the year 1965 are not included (except for two trifling references). There are no critical comments on the value of the papers.
The emphasis on tolbutamide is disproportionate. It may be explained by the author's position on the staff of a company manufacturing that drug. This lack of balance and the method of arrangement reduce almost to nil the book's value, but not its cost which is also disproportionate. I do not understand why this volume was thought worth publishing. Obviously interesting papers by Carstairs, who opened the discussions, by Gibbens on cultural aspects, by Wilkins on attitudes to drug taking and by Goulding on the law relating to control of prescribing, receive a precis that is all too brief. Most psychiatrists would strenuously oppose Linken's reported statements that: 'Amphetamines were good for the treatment of depression' and 'Dexedrines were very important for the flagging student'.
The remaining pages are devoted to unattributed observations by a large number of participants from a variety of professions. These make no authoritative contribution to the subject, nor do they present a rounded picture of the problem. It now seems inevitable that any congress is followed by an expensive although usually well edited report of the proceedings in book form. This volume gives the overall impression of a tremendous amount of careful and exacting work which has produced little but disappointing and often conflicting reports of the efficacy of hyperbaric oxygen therapy. Although there seems to be no doubt that gas gangrene and carbon monoxide poisoning may respond well to this type of treatment, its value in other conditions is extremely equivocal.
What is more certain is the undoubted risk, described in this book, to both patient and his medical attendant of oxygen poisoning, decompression sickness, avascular necrosis of bone and other unpleasant sequelb of oxygen administration at high pressures.
PETER COLE
The Practice of Tropical Medicine by W H Hargreaves CB OBE FRCP FRcP(Ed) and R J G Morrison CBE QHP MD FRCP pp x +435 illustrated £4 4s London: Staples Press 1965 In this book the authors have succeeded in presenting a great deal of information on the practice of tropical medicine in a most readable form and in 400 pages. To enable them to do this the statements have had to be dogmatic and the style is abrupt but it has still been possible to include biographical and historical facts of great interest. It is obvious from the clinical details included that great personal experience has been drawn upon.
The book is divided into chapters according to the itiology of the diseases considered; apart from those of infective origin, the effects of heat and nutritional and genetic disorders are included together with a variety ofmiscellaneous conditions such as endomyocardial fibrosis, Burkitt's tumour and venous occlusive disease. All would not agree with statements such as that those with cysts of E. histolytica in the stools
